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A filmmaker may choose to use the short film style for a variety of reasons. Short film can be poignant and emotional, or shocking and absurd. It can drive home a message
succinctly and powerfully, or leave us with a few minutes of gorgeous imagery. In the past, we've even discussed how short film can aid in the discovery of new talent.
However, upon watching a selection of short films from this year's Canadian Film Festival, | was reminded of another strength of this form: its ability to make us laugh. The
short film lends itself to the delivery of dark humour, through both its unique form as well as its particular techniques. This year, many of the shorts achieved their humour

through a particular strategy: depicting everyday situations, but with a twist of the extreme.

My favourite short film at the festival and the one that best exemplifies this idea is Cancel the Fucking Internet from director Ryan
Kayet. The premise is one to which we can all relate: a frustrated husband tries to cancel his internet service. Things start familiarly
enough: he is put on endless hold, transferred to multiple different departments, and offered countless services to entice him to stay.
Things take a turn for the worst and wacky, however, when his service provider begins to blackmail him with his search history

records.

This tale works perfectly in the short film style, and the techniques used reflect the plot. The pace moves from brief tedious moments
of still shots and languorous, bumbling music—when our husband is on hold, at the start of the short—to zippy scenes featuring
frantic dialogue and quick cuts, when he finally gets through to a human on the other end. Because there is a limited timeframe in
which to tell a whole story, small touches—such as the wife's “Size Matters” mug from which she drinks tea while reading Stephen
King's Misery—reveal a lot about the characters, and quickly; we don't have time to think much about it, but our subconsciouses

register these little items and make judgements accordingly.

The film is shot in a reflective manner that places the viewer in the scenes, and reminds them of similar experiences. When the film
eventually goes off the rails, the humour is twofold, because a viewer can't help but wonder how they might react in a similar
situation. We spend fourteen minutes experiencing an everyday, mundane happenstance, and the fact that it becomes ridiculous and

yet we can still relate says a lot about just how real the film truly is at its core, and is done to hilarious effect.
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